
It’s Time to Obey God, 
Rather Than Men

By Pas tor Da vid Barnhart 

“But Peter and the apostles answered, ‘We
must obey God rather than men.’”   Acts 5:29

ur cul ture has lit tle tol er a tion for those who es -
pouse con ser va tive val ues.  This was made abun -
dantly clear sev eral weeks (Num ber of months
now) ago when Gov er nor An drew Cuomo stated
in ra dio in ter view that per sons hold ing such views

are not wel come in New York.  Al though he at -
tempted to take back his egre gious state ment fol low ing a
pub lic out cry, his ef forts fell flat.  While con ser va tive me -
dia out lets re ported the gov er nor’s re marks, the lib eral me -
dia re mained largely si lent.  Ap par ently they be lieve
lim it ing peo ple’s free dom of speech is ac cept able, as long
as those be ing si lenced are con ser va tives.

GOVERNMENT-LED ATTACKS ON OUR
RELIGIOUS LIBERTIES 

Re cently we learned that the IRS (for some time now)
has been tar get ing con ser va tive in di vid u als and or ga ni za -
tions with au dits and in ves ti ga tions.  Dr. Ben Car son,
world-re nowned neu ro sur geon from Johns Hopkins Hos pi -
tal in Bal ti more, was tar geted by the IRS shortly af ter he
spoke at the Na tional Prayer Break fast in 2013 and voiced
his con cerns over Obamacare.   Sim i lar IRS au dits were
also con ducted on or ga ni za tions led by James Dobson and
Frank lin Gra ham af ter they also ex pressed con cerns over
ad min is tra tion pol i cies…

“I will not re treat, I will not sur ren der, I will not be in -

tim i dated, and I will not ask for per mis sion to ex er cise my
Con sti tu tional rights,” Engelbrecht told the House com mit -
tee.  She is one of hun dreds who have ex pe ri enced these de -
spi ca ble tac tics by our gov ern ment in the past few years. 
Such abuse of power has no place in Amer ica, yet it is be ing 
em ployed by sev eral gov ern men tal agen cies. 

Mean while, Barack Obama in sists there is not “a smid -
gen of cor rup tion” con cern ing these mat ters, even though
not one of the sev eral in ves ti ga tions has been con cluded,
nor, to date, has the FBI in ter viewed a sin gle wit ness
among those who were tar geted by the IRS.

The Ro man Cath o lic Church has taken sev eral di rect
as saults by the cur rent ad min is tra tion over its long-held op -
po si tion to abor tion and con tra cep tion.  Un der Obama care
man dates, Ro man Cath o lic or ga ni za tions are re quired to
pay for con tra cep tion, ster il iza tion, and abor tion-in duc ing
drugs…

RELIGIOUS BELIEFS DENIED IN BUSINESS

Chris tians op er at ing large and small busi nesses  have
come un der fire in re cent years for their po si tions on var i -
ous so cial is sues, none more so than the Da vid Green fam -
ily, own ers of Hobby Lobby.  The Green fam ily’s prolife
views have been deemed by the gov ern ment as un ac cept -
able when ap plied to their cor po ra tion.  Yet from Hobby
Lobby’s found ing in 1972, their mis sion state ment has in -
cluded the words, “hon or ing the Lord in all we do by op er -
at ing the com pany in a man ner con sis tent with Bib li cal
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prin ci ples.”
Ac cord ing to the Obama ad -

min is tra tion, moral prin ci ples and 
re li gious con vic tions can not not
be ap plied to cor po ra tions.  Thus,
nu mer ous busi ness own ers have
been dragged into court by agen -
cies of the gov ern ment and by
left ist or ga ni za tions do ing the
gov ern ment’s bid ding, be cause
they have re fused to vi o late their
re li gious con vic tions in their
busi ness prac tices.  

Some busi nesses and their
own ers have been re quired to pay
ex or bi tant fines and or dered to vi -
o late their re li gious be liefs if they
want to stay in busi ness.  Such a
bla tant vi o la tion of their con sti tu -
tional rights is un con scio na ble.

IT’S TIME TO OBEY GOD
RATHER THAN MEN 

…This is not the Amer ica we
knew and loved only a few years
ago!  It is pain ful to watch our lib -
er ties be ing di min ished one af ter
an other, with few find ing the
cour age to state their ob jec tions. 
“As long as it’s not me” seems to
be the stan dard that is pres ently
guid ing the in dig na tion of so
many.  But that is a (Ed. Very)
dan ger ous tac tic.  

Let me as sure you, while it
may be Ben Car son, James
Dobson, Frank lin Gra ham and
Catherine Engelbrecht, among
oth ers, who are in the cross hairs
of a gov ern ment gone wild, to -
mor row it could be you or me.  If
the lib er ties of our fel low cit i zens
are not se cure, then nei ther are
our own.

Gov ern ment of fi cials, court
and pol i ti cians are tell ing Chris -
tians, churches and non profit re li -
gious or ga ni za tions to keep si lent
on mat ters and mor als deemed
po lit i cal.  And even though this is
a vi o la tion of our Bill of Rights,
so many Chris tians, like meek lit -
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tle lambs, seem will ing to sub mit to their de mands.
But if Chris tians con tinue to re main si lent on is sues

that not only vi o late Scrip ture but also threaten the fu ture of 
our na tion, who will be left to speak?

SILENT NO LONGER

No, my friends, we dare be si lent no lon ger!  The times
de scribed by Pe ter when “we must obey God rather than
men” are here now!  Fur ther more, the days of Chris tian
per se cu tion in Amer ica are be gin ning, and they will only
grow worse un less we strap up our cour age and speak out
now for free dom and truth.  All Chris tians must be pre pared 
to make a choice be tween obey ing God or obey ing men.

Only a few years ago, bib li cal val ues were the un der -
pin nings of our na tion’s laws and mor als.  Jus tices and gov -
ern ment of fi cials alike gave Judeo-Chris tian teach ings
ev ery pos si ble con sid er ation when en act ing and in ter pret -
ing our laws.  Now, all that has changed, as we are be ing
forced to choose be tween obey ing God or obey ing the
unbiblical laws of men.

This is a de fin ing mo ment for Amer ica.  Our na tion’s
fu ture hangs in the bal ance.  The pres ent gen er a tion of
Amer i cans will de ter mine if our Con sti tu tional free doms
will en dure.  The choice has never been more clear.  Like
Joshua, let all true be liev ers rise up and boldly de clare:
“Choose this day whom you will serve…as for me and my
house, we will serve the Lord” (Joshua 24:15).

Taken from The Vine and Branches, Spring 2014 issue

Ed i tor’s Note; “But you be watch ful in all things …”
II Tim o thy 4:5.  Not only spir i tu ally/re li giously – But in
ALL things.  What a chal lenge and com mand!  IF you have -
n’t def i nitely taken a STAND, then NOW is the time.  “For
if the trum pet makes an un cer tain sound, who will pre -
pare for bat tle?” 1 Co rin thi ans 14:8.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Martin Luther Speaks To Us 

The Word of God – Alone!

Look for Noth ing but the Word.  Do not look at the
crowd, at wealth, but where the Gos pel is to be found. 
These shams are to be re moved from sight, and re gard is to
be had only for the Word, even though de spised peo ple who 
have it are not sharp.  Though they are poor and ride on
mules or travel afoot, nev er the less they are the church.  No
wealth and no pov erty make the church, but the Word does.
*Ser mon on Palm Sunday

With out the Word All Is Vain ‘The only mark of the
Chris tian Church is fol low ing and obey ing the Word. 

When that is gone, let men boast as much as they please:
Church!  Church!  There is noth ing to their boast ing any -
way.  There fore you should say: Do the peo ple have the
Word of God?...  Wher ever one hears the Word of God, here 
is the church of God, though it be in a cow sta ble, the place
where Christ was born.   *Ser mon of Mat thew 23:37

Sola Scriptura, Scrip ture Alone.  Ac cursed into the
abyss of hell be all obe di ence that is ren dered to gov ern -
ment, fa ther, and mother, yea, and the church, too, at the
cost of be ing dis obe di ent to God.  If God com manded and
re quired me to do some thing, how could He pos si bly be ex -
pected to look on and tol er ate my ra tio nal iz ing, my dis obe -
di ence, by say ing: Lord, the Chris tian Church told me to do
this?  None of that!  He would re ply, The Chris tian Church
means noth ing in this case; but sim ply spurn with your feet
what ever all the an gels, saints, and all the world may com -
mand you to do, and frankly say: I rec og nize nei ther the fa -
ther, the mother, the rel a tive, the gov ern ment, nor the
Chris tian Church that wants to pre vent me from lis ten ing to
God’s Word.  Here the Fourth Com mand ment and all obe -
di ence are abol ished, and the lips of Christ have de creed
that fa ther and mother, gov ern ment, and Chris tian Church
are prac ti cally non-ex is tent for me; for obe di ence to Him
should, as said, pre cede and su per sede all…  Our bish ops,
princes, and pa pists them selves con fess, and must con fess
with out any credit to them, that we have God’s Word and
base our selves on it.  Yet it is to mean noth ing and is not to
be ac cepted un less they have so de creed and the coun cil has 
so or dained.  But what ever has moved the Chris tian Church 
so to con tra dict God, to si lence Him and to say: We con fess
that Scrip ture is Thy Word, but it is to be in force and is to
be fol lowed only when we say so?  What, think you, will
God say on His judg ment seat?  He will say: Sir pope, ye
bish ops and princes and who ever you are, did you know
Scrip ture to be My Word?  We did.  Why, then, did you not
ob serve it?  Why, be cause the Chris tian Church had not so
de creed.  So I hear, do I, that your church is to con trol and
rule My Word? I thought peo ple were to con sider fi nal and
de ter mined what I said and spurn ev ery thing to the con -
trary, though all the world said it.  How would you like it if
your ser vant whom you had bid den to do some thing were
first to go and ask a maid or a fel low ser vant whether it
pleased her or him?

The Chris tian Church is God’s maid and ser vant.  It lis -
tens to and does noth ing but what it knows to be His Word
and Com mand.  Yet our ad ver sar ies are try ing to force us
for their sake to deny and sur ren der God’s Word un der the
spa cious name of the “Chris tian Church.”  There fore we are 
to know that the church which un der takes to do this sort of
thing is not the Chris tian Church but the devil’s whore in -
stead. 

Taken from a pamphlet Martin Luther Speaks to us

3



STRONG IN BATTLE 
“Finally, be strong in the Lord, and in the

strength of his might.  Put on the whole armor of 
God, that ye may be able to stand against the

wiles of the devil.  For our wrestling is not
against flesh and blood but against the

principalities, against the powers, against the
world rulers of this darkness, against the

spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly
places.  Wherefore take up the whole armor of

God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil 
day, and, having done, all to stand.” 

Ephesians 6:10-13.  

For a Chris tian, life is a bat tle.  No one who is de sir -
ous of do ing the Lord’s will can go through life with out
meet ing op po si tion.   The pow ers which still rule in and
about the earth are enemies of God’s people.

The Bi ble ad mon ishes us to fight the good fight so
that we may stand af ter hav ing emerged vic to ri ous over all 
op po si tion.  “He that overcometh shall thus be ar rayed in
white gar ments; and I will in no wise blot his name out of
the book of life, and I will con fess his name be fore my Fa -
ther, and be fore his an gels.”  Rev. 3:5. 

It is pos si ble that at times the Chris tian life has been
pic tured as be ing noth ing else than toil and tears.  But we
should also re mem ber those other times when all strife has 
been for got ten and there has been only joy, rest, and
thanksgiving.  It is so easy to go from one ex treme to an -
other; it is much more dif fi cult to be nor mal and keep to
the way that is true and sound.  

If we would read the Bi ble and Church his tory with an 
hon est mind we would see that it is im pos si ble for a Chris -
tian to get through this world with out con flict; least of all
would it be pos si ble for those who are the best Chris tians.

No one will reach that sweet ha ven of rest 
Who ear nestly presses not in.

He who will fight for the faith that at last
Will bring him to heaven shall win.

It is per haps al to gether too true that not all Chris tians
are equally vic to ri ous in their bat tles.  Many suf fer crush -
ing de feats; oth ers “with stand on the evil day” and go for -
ward in the power of God.  He who suf fers de feat is not
priv i leged to taste the joys of vic tory.  He walks about as
Da vid did when he fled from his own son.  It is quite dif -
fer ent with him who wins in the bat tle.  He dis cov ers some 
of the great est trea sures a Chris tian can find here be low. 
When a sol dier re turns home with vic tory he is happy
even if he still has many pain ful wounds from the bat tle.  It 
is the same with the victorious Christian.

In 1 Sam uel 14 we have the story of Jon a than who, to -
gether with his ar mor bearer, went against the en emy.  By
the help of God they de feated the en emy, but the bat tle
was both long and hard.  In the course of the bat tle they
passed through a for est where there was honey both upon
the ground and in the hon ey comb.  Jon a than put forth his
rod into the hon ey comb and tasted of the honey, and it is
writ ten that “his eyes were enlightened.”  

Many a Chris tian war rior has found life’s sweet est
honey in the midst of bat tle; he has been given a clearer vi -
sion, a new fire in the heart and a new power in his life.  I
dare say that if you want a Chris tian full of fresh vigor and
with an un im paired spir i tual vi sion, search among those
who have been in bat tle and have re turned with vic tory. 
They have tasted the honey of life and their eyes have
been enlightened.

The great est joy and pur est grat i tude is found in the
heart of a Chris tian who has been in bat tle and has won the 
vic tory.  It is not in times of peace that a Chris tian co mes
clos est to his God, but in the vic to ri ous bat tle.  If this were
clear to all of us, many prob lems would be solved, many
tears wiped away, and many a dis cour aged sol dier of the
Cross would wield his sword with greater vigor. 

T  T  T

The bat tle is not against flesh and blood.  It is not a
war among peo ple as we usu ally think of war, such as
French man against Ger man, Bul gar ian against Ser bian, or 
Chi nese against Jap a nese.  It is a spir i tual war fare.  No
can non is seen or heard; no Sa bre glit ters in the sun shine,
and no bay o net is used against the en emy.  But it is war
nev er the less; any one who is anx ious to save his soul will
soon discover that.

The hosts of wick ed ness ar rayed against the Chris tian
can pos si bly be di vided into two groups.  The one group is
de scribed in our text as prin ci pal i ties, pow ers, and world
rul ers of this dark ness.  This must be those peo ple who
live out side of fel low ship with God.  

It is still true that in most places on this earth true
Chris tian ity has not pen e trated very far into the life of the
peo ple.  Those who rule are usu ally worldly people.  They
have the power in this age, and it is likely that we shall
have no change un til Christ re turns.  Only rarely do they
rule in har mony with God’s Word and Spirit.  The spirit of
the world is like a boa con stric tor that is ready to crush its
vic tim; Chris tians meet it on ev ery hand.  As long as there
is a spark of spir i tual life in your and my heart we shall
have to bat tle against this evil spirit; if we do not, our
Chris tian ity will soon be a thing of the past.

The Chris tian needs to be clad in the full ar mor of God 
at all times; his bat tle field is in the worldly home, the
worldly busi ness places, in worldly so ci ety, in town hall
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or the halls of Con gress.  Briefly, a Chris tian must be pre -
pared for war wher ever he is.  He who thinks him self spir i -
tu ally se cure will soon dis cover that the world is a strong
and dan ger ous en emy of ev ery thing that is from God.  

Chris tians of a gen er a tion or two ago were very much
afraid of keep ing too much com pany with worldly peo ple; 
pos si bly they went too far in that di rec tion.  They for got
that it was not hu man be ings they were to turn away from,
but the spirit which dom i nates in the world.  It may be that
we have gone to the op po site ex treme; Chris tians to day do 
not think of the world as be ing par tic u larly worldly. 
Chris tian ity has been made to fit into the scheme of things
in the world.  Chris tians of the pres ent day are not afraid of 
be ing as so ci ated with worldly peo ple in busi ness or pol i -
tics.  When worldly peo ple are rea son able in their at ti -
tudes, as they fre quently are, it is so easy for the Chris tian
to lay the sword aside.  But then he does not have to go
much fur ther be fore he is a friend of the world and an
enemy of God.  

The friend ship of the world is en mity with God.  
It ap pears so in no cent to be friendly with the world; it

looks so re fined too.  But it is not long be fore the friend -
ship of the world is found to be more de lec ta ble than the
com pany of Chris tians.   When that hap pens we are on
slip pery ice; only God’s grace can keep us from fall ing. 
As a fly is caught and loses its life in a web of ex ceed ingly
fine threads wo ven by the spi der, so have many Chris tians
been caught in the web of world li ness and have lost their
lives.  They died qui etly, yet so surely.  They for got that
they were at war; this was the trag edy that spelled their
doom.

Here – pre cisely here – many pres ent day Chris tians
are in great dan ger; many have al ready been de ceived,
per haps even with out know ing it.  While they are boast ing 
of hav ing pro gressed far be yond the gloomy spir i tu al ity of 
the pietists they have landed in a ver i ta ble black death;
they have pinned a Chris tian badge on the la pel of a
worldly spirit.  They still want to be known as Chris tians. 
This hum bug is fre quently pa raded as Chris tian ity that has 
been lib er ated from ig no rance and su per sti tion; it is Chris -
tian ity that has grown to maturity.

“Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his gar -
ments, lest he walk na ked, and they see his shame.”

To re sist with all might 
 On ev ery hand
Is both proper and right 
 For him who will stand.
But it takes more than this a wreath to win,
 Per sis tency alone will con quer sin. 

Taken from Spirit and Power, by Ludvig Hope,
Translated by Dr. Iver Olson: Copyright © 1959, Hauge

Lutheran Innermission Federation
Lord will ing:  To be con tin ued in the 

next is sue of the Morn ing Glory.

But who say ye that I am? 
Mat thew 16:15

To this ques tion Pe ter made re ply with fer vor and con -
vic tion: “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the liv ing God.”  

Where upon Je sus said to Pe ter that he was the rock
(Ed. Tes ti mony of) upon which He would build His
church.  By his faith and con fes sion Pe ter be came the be -
gin ning of the Chris tian church.

Since that day the church of the Lord has owned this
faith in Je sus as the Son of the liv ing God.  This is the faith
which has gath ered and united the whole Chris tian church
in ev ery land and in ev ery age, in all de nom i na tions and
com mu nions (Ed. ‘Com mu nion of Saints’).  

Here we are, gath ered in our home.  Can we all re ply
as Pe ter did?  With the same fer vor and con vic tion as he?

When Pe ter had an swered, Je sus said to him: Bless are 
thou, Si mon Bar-Jo nah!”  Yes, blessed are those who have 
at tained to per sonal faith in Je sus as their Sav ior.  No joy
can be com pared with that of be liev ing.

They who by the grace of God have been given faith
in Christ have found the fixed point which gives bal ance
and poise to their whole lives.  They know where to go
with ev ery thing which be fore made their lives so dis tress -
ing, bur den some, and hope less.  

Christ is their sub sti tute.  To Him they can go with all
their sins and never be turned away, re ceived by Him with
love and for give ness, raised up by Him to new cour age
and a new de sire to strive against their sins.

Christ is their al mighty Friend, to whom they daily
turn with all that is dis tress ing and bur den some, dif fi cult
and im pos si ble.  And Je sus is never at a loss as to what to
do.  He finds a way out, even when we have com pli cated
mat ters as much as possible.

Yes, we praise and wor ship Thee, Thou Son of the liv -
ing God!

Taken from God’s Word for Today, by O. Hallesby,
Copyrighted by Augsburg Publishing House, 

Permission Granted.
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Ed i to rial 
RES

A PLUMB LINE!
“‘Thus He showed me: Be hold, the Lord stood on a wall made with a plumb line, with a

plumb line in His hand.  And the LORD said to me, ‘Amos, what do you see?’ And I said,
‘A plumb line.’  Then the Lord said; ‘Be hold, I am set ting a plumb line In the midst of My

peo ple Is rael.’”   Amos 7:7-8a

BY no means am I a tem po ral ‘builder’; BUT I do know
that IF you do not fol low the ‘Ar chi tect’s ’ blue print you
likely will not ac com plish the ‘fin ished pro ject’ with suc -
cess/faith ful ness AND very likely not ac com plish a ‘cho -
sen’ fin ished prod uct. 

This brings me to the point of this ‘ed i to rial’ of WHICH I
DO NOT UNDERSTAND.

How can Bi ble be liev ing per sons/con gre ga tions/spir i tu -
ally con sci en tious PASTORS, etc., be fol low ing the
‘blue print’ (Bi ble) and not preach on the fol low ing sub -
jects/top ics???   Why this ques tion?  Well, the Holy Spirit 
inbreathed Godly men to write the In fal li ble Word of
God; in ages past (for our ben e fit); AND to not
speak/preach on such sub jects; as the fol low ing: Hell, The 
‘Rap ture & Je sus com ing again, The old fash ioned
Prayer Meet ing, Nam ing SIN by name, and Evan ge lis tic
Meet ings: which are ALL def i nitely found in Scrip ture
is an ab so lute con tra dic tion!

Let us look at these a lit tle deeper, BECAUSE they are
founded in the ‘Blue print’ and ‘we’ are to be con cerned in
ad vanc ing the King dom of God – to HIS honor and glory; 
as ‘we’ wa ter, plant, cul ti vate in HIS Vine yard and HE
gives the in crease!

This def i nitely is an hour of de ci sion for the USA.  May
our hearts be drawn to the con di tional prom ises (4 – con -
di tions & 3 – prom ises) GOD made to Is rael; “If my peo -
ple, who are called by my name, will hum ble them selves
and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked
ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will for give their
sin and heal their land” II Chron i cles 7:14.  Very so ber -
ing, but please prayer fully read II Chron i cles 36:15-16
also!  Yes, as the ‘fam ily goes’, so goes the ‘church’ and as 
the ‘church goes’ so goes the ‘com mu nity, state and na -
tion’.  Now spir i tu ally we stand ing where the ‘rub ber re -
ally meets the road’!  

Have you no ticed the ‘first’ thing to leave the church: at
large, is the old fash ioned PRAYER MEETING? This is
the spir i tual Scrip tural power house of the con gre ga tion! 
The ‘old fash ioned prayer meet ing’ (Holy Spirit led,
which leads to ‘in di vid u als’ freely pray ing (Romans 8:31
& on)) is the most es sen tial and vi tal in gre di ent of the

church.  Study the book of ‘ACTS’ for ex am ple.  The
book of ACTS is not a book of res o lu tions, but ‘acts’ of
the Apostles.

To day, as a whole, the fi nan cial re spon si bil i ties of the
‘con gre ga tion’ are be ing met; but can they say ‘rise up
and walk’?   

Go ing a ‘lit tle’ fur ther in depth are the fol low ing: 

1.  Preach ing the WORD – not just the GOSPEL.

Again may I ask you to study the book of ACTS and no -
tice ‘they preached the WORD’.  Not just pro grams, ac -
tiv i ties, etc. but ev i dently the LAW (in LOVE) and the
GOSPEL.  With out the preach ing of the LAW there will
be no godly re pen tance of SIN in the be liever’s life nor
the lost.  To day (at large) there seems to be ‘Sal va tion’
with out godly re pen tance which is for eign to the Word of
God.  Luke 24:47, Galatians 3:24, II Co rin thi ans 7:10 & II 
Pe ter 3:8.  GOD’S law is most cer tainly sat u rated with
AGAPE LOVE. With out the LAW there is no knowl edge
of SIN and where the LAW is not preached (in Love) SIN
will move in, both in di vid u ally and in the con gre ga tion. 
Sin needs to be named by name and it is SIN in com pli -
ance with God’s In fal li ble WORD which is rel e vant for
all times!  “But we know that the law is good if one uses 
it law fully’ 1 Tim o thy 1:8.  GOD names SIN by its name,
why should n’t we?  PRIMARILY the Holy Spirit uses
cleansed ‘ves sels’ to point out SIN.  He brews 4:12, Psalm
19, James 2:10, Luke 15:10.  “Let ev ery one that
nameth the name of Christ de part from in iq uity”  II
Tim o thy 2:19. 

2.  HELL

When is the last time you heard a ‘ser mon’ on Hell or
even an in di vid ual shar ing that there is a Hell to shun and
a Heaven to gain?

To my un der stand ing, JESUS spoke seven times more
about Hell than Heaven re corded in the In spired  Scrip -
ture – the Bi ble.  NOW don’t tell me that JESUS is not
‘agape’ LOVE!  God’s love man i fested in the Per son of
JESUS found it need ful to speak about Hell; why aren’t
preach ers and oth ers led about the same TODAY?

I be lieve it was Billy Sunday that stated ‘they will not be



Admonish the Disorderly

1 Thessalonians 5:14 (Darby)

The word “dis or derly” co mes from the Greek word
ataktos which is a mil i tary word in di cat ing those who are
out of or der, out of step, not fol low ing or ders, not keep ing
rank, caus ing dis tur bance.  These are self-gov erned in di -
vid u als who call them selves Chris tians as long as they can
do what ever they want.  They march to their own ca dence
and don’t like tak ing or ders or be ing di rected.  To them

Christ is only a “get-out-of-jai-free” card.  Friend, if you
re sent the idea of obey ing the Lord and sub mit ting ev ery
area of your life to Him, then you have a se ri ous prob lem. 
God will have or der in His household.      Carl Knott

Now I’ve given to Je sus ev ery thing,
Now I gladly own Him as my King.
Now my raptured soul can only sing of Cal vary!
 —-W. R. New ell
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serv ing booze on golden plat ters in Hell’!   

Luke 16:19-31 is much more than a par a ble for at least 7
rea sons: can you find them?  IF you can scare any one into 
HEAVEN by preach ing/speak ing about Hell; most cer -
tainly go ahead!

3.  The cer tainty of the com ing of JESUS: Ei ther ‘Rap -
ture or HIS Sec ond Com ing! 

I know that a num ber of ‘be liev ers’ will say:  Well we
don’t ALL agree of the se quence of events; there fore I
will leave it un-touched.  BUT that does n’t change the ‘re -
al ity’ of the same that JESUS is com ing again at the ex act
mo ment in har mony with ‘our’ Fa ther’s will.  The Holy
Spirit clearly states in the ‘SCRIPTURE’ that the closer
‘we’ get the more we ought to speak about the same.  

WE are not to be so taken up with the or der of the blessed
events; but to en cour age one an other to a more ‘godly’ life 
style and good works.

4.  Evan ge lis tic Meet ings:  Not just “pul pit ex change
for a few days”.

Why is it that ‘we’ are right fully con cerned about call ing
of Pas tors, Teach ers, Mis sion ar ies, etc.; but not
EVANGELISTS?  When did GOD change HIS mind? 
Malachi 3:6, He brews 13:8, II Tim o thy 3:16-17.   ACTS
21:8, Ephe sians 4:11, II Tim o thy 4:1-5.  For ex am ple
think of the Evan ge list Jo nah, Eli jah, etc.  AND then we
‘won der’ what is lack ing in the Chris tian Church, while
the Scrip tures are crys tal clear!  WHEN are ‘we’ go ing to
mean ‘real’ busi ness WITH GOD?  II Chron i cles 7:14
which in cludes SINS of omis sion as well.   

 IF you re ally mean busi ness with GOD; I chal lenge you
not only to in vite an EVANGELIST for a se ries of evan -
ge lis tic meet ings; BUT for at least an ab so lute min i mum 
of two weeks, SURROUNDED WITH SPECIFIC/
EXPECTANT PRAYER and see what GOD can and
will do!  You know the ‘old time Chris tian ity’ worked be -
fore; why can’t it do the same TODAY?  Oh, Holy Spirit
REVIVAL co mes from thee; start that REVIVAL and
let it be gin in me …  Try God, Prove God and give HIM
the honor and glory!  With a con cerned and bur den heart:

I will ven ture to say:  I doubt, ex cept for a for tu nate FEW
who are 40 – 45 year old and youn ger, know from ex pe ri -
ence EVEN what a gen u ine Heaven Sent Re vival is all
about! That is SAD & TRAGIC!  You know where the
Heaven Sent Re vival (Prayed down) the con gre ga tion
will be set on fire for the LORD and the par a sites (SIN)
will leave the ‘camp’.  

Sadly, Sacramentalism and Com pla cency have in vaded
the Chris tian Church and we are ex pe ri enc ing Jude 12 –
13 “These are spots in your love feasts, while they feast
with you with out fear, serv ing only them selves.  They are 
clouds with out wa ter, car ried about by the winds; late
au tumn trees with out fruit, twice dead, pulled up by the
roots; rag ing waves of the sea, foam ing up their own
shame; wan der ing stars for whom is re served the black -
ness of dark ness for ever. YES, there def i nitely is HOPE,
IF ‘we’ fol low the ‘Blue-Print’ as God is able to do ex -
ceed ingly, abun dantly above what we even ask or
think!  Lit er ally the dark est part of the night is just be fore
the ‘dawn’.  This is a Hard say ing, but no tice what GOD
says through Isa iah 8:20 “To the law and to the tes ti mony!  
If they do not speak ac cord ing to this word, it is be cause
there is no light in them.”  Thus I plead and chal lenge you  
who are ‘fel low breth ren/sis ters In the Lord:’ don’t let
pub lic opin ion or num bers be your de cid ing fac tor; but
walk in the light of HIS WORD  while YOU have the
‘light’ and be found faith ful un til earth’s jour ney ends!  
“But I dis ci pline my body and bring it into sub jec tion,
lest, when I have preached to oth ers, I my self should
be come dis qual i fied (cast away) 1 Co rin thi ans 9:27. 

NOW YOU KNOW A FEW THINGS THAT I JUST
DON’T UNDERSTAND!  BUT note 11 CHRONICLES
7:34 OR 36:15-16.  AS A ‘TEAM’ LET ‘US’ FOLLOW
THE GREAT BLUE-PRINT, THE BIBLE out of LOVE
for JESUS and for ‘our’ fel low men/church, com mu -
nity & na tion. 

Let YOU and I pray fre quently and ear nestly:  LORD lay
some ‘soul’ upon my heart, and love that soul through me, 
And may I hum bly do my part, to win that soul for Thee!
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From Our Fellowship Circle

D. & G. R. Beul ah, ND
Hello!

Here are more names to be added to the mail ing list of the
Morn ing Glory.

We truly love the Mag a zine – God Bless all of you.  Thank
you for not be ing afraid to print the TRUTH!  Some of us
are afraid to say it like it is.

We pass the Morn ing Glory on to oth ers and speak of it also.

May you con tinue to print the ‘truth’ in this mag a zine.

L. V. Le Roy, MN
En closed please find $... as a do na tion.  I en joy the Morn ing 
Glory so very much.  I would miss it if I did n’t get it;
although I might not agree with ev erything.  

Thank you for send ing it.

D. l. Des Moines, IA
Dear Friends, 

This has been a long time in com ing and I am get ting slower 
al most by the day.  

The real prob lem is the fact that ev ery or ga ni za tion in this
coun try has my name and ad dress, so that my mail box is
stuffed be yond ca pac ity with let ters from all of them ev ery -
day.

My hus band and I have al ways been free dom fight ers, but
there are get ting to be so many and one cannot sup port them 
all…

Right now I am over eighty-four years old and not in the
best health …

I keep hop ing the Lord will come soon and take us out of
this world.  It is just not get ting any better and in a sense not
a good place for a Chris tian to live a godly life; plus be ing a
se nior cit i zen.  …

Any way, I hope all is well with you and that the Lord will
give you wis dom and strength for each day, and bless the
Min is try you have with the Hauge Lu theran Innermission
Fed er a tion and the Morn ing Glory.

Ac tu ally I look for ward to each month in re ceiv ing the
Morn ing Glory!

Mr. & Mrs. M. R. Lake City, IA
Thank you so much for the mag a zine full of truths!  

It is read from front to back and then some of the ar ti cles
again!  May God Bless your work!

Please find a check en closed.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

“Wist ye not that I must be about my
Father’s business?” Luke 2:49

God’s busi ness is a vi tal busi ness.  The work of the
Chris tian church is the great est busi ness in the world.  

The em ployer in a large store wanted his part ner to take
a more ac tive part in clubs and par ties, but be cause he was a
Chris tian, the part ner said, “No.”  The em ployer be came an -
gry and gave his part ner a week to think it over.  

The part ner said, “You do not need to give me a week to
think it over.  You can have my res ig na tion now if my po si -
tion de pends upon my de ci sion to join with the worldly
crowd. I am a Chris tian first.

When later on his boss lay very sick, he called his part -
ner and said, “I want you to take our busi ness and run it as
you have al ways lived.  From the day you re fused to join
those so cial clubs I have tried to look at life in a dif fer ent
way and I want to fol low the Sav ior that you know and
love.”

Are you about your Fa ther’s busi ness, too?
Dear Lord Je sus, grant that I may per form all my busi -

ness in ways pleas ing unto Thee.  Let me be a Chris tian first
and let noth ing come be tween my God and my self.  In Je -
sus’ name.  Amen.

Draw us to Thee in mind and heart,
On heav enly things at tend ing; 
In spirit hence let us de part, 
To Thee, O Lord, as cend ing.  

Taken from the family devotional book; Altar Steps by
Pastor R. P. Haakonson, Copyright Hauge Lutheran

Innermissiom Federation



Believable …Yet Unbelievable

Young Palestinian Christian Dares To
Confront Anti-Israel Lies

Christy Anastas from Beth le hem has re leased video in 
which she chal lenges the lie that Is rael is re spon si ble for
the suf fer ings of the Pal es tin ians, and for the ex o dus of
Chris tians from Beth le hem.  Re cently she ex posed the
same lies when she spoke at Uppsala Uni ver sity in
Sweden.

Christy, who now re sides in Eng land, said that her
fam ily lived in a house close to Ra chel’s Tomb, and that in
2000 when the in ti fa da be gan, they wit nessed the Pal es -
tin ians at tack ing the Jew ish holy site “day and night.” 
Fur ther more, ac cord ing to Christy, the Pal es tin ian Au -
thor ity ac tively en cour aged young Arabs to take part in
street violence.

“Is rael was not re spon si ble for the de par ture of Chris -
tians from Beth le hem,” she stated.  “In fact, the Chris tian
pop u la tion ac tu ally grew in Beth le hem when the Is rae lis
oc cu pied the city.” 

In her pre sen ta tion, Anastas re counted how her un cle
de cided to stop pay ing the jizya, the tax non-Mus lims
must pay for the right to live in a Mus lim-dom i nated so ci -
ety.  In re sponse, Pal es tin ian mi li tia men im pris oned, tor -
tured and even tu ally ex e cuted her un cle.  She stated that
sto ries like her un cle’s are not un com mon, they re main
un told for fear of re tal i a tion.  

Fi nally, Christy joy fully de clares what few Pal es tin -
ians have dared to ut ter, “I be lieve God has given this land
to the Jews as an ev er last ing cov e nant.”

Pray for all Pal es tin ian Chris tians liv ing un der the
dom i na tion of rad i cal Mus lims in the West Bank and
Gaza.  Pray too for the Mes si anic Jews of Is rael who have
reg u lar fel low ship with Arab Christians.

Information from Israel Today, 4/28/14 recorded in  the
The Vine and the Branches, Summer 2014.

ISRAEL 
A new oil and gas field has been found just 35 miles

off the shores of Tel Aviv.  It’s es ti mated that the “Oz”
field has be tween 93 to 607 mil lion bar rels of oil, and 2.5
tril lion cu bic feet (TCF) of gas.  The Oz li cense cov ers a
400 square ki lo me ter area.  The Le vi a than field to the
north has 19 TCF of gas, and the Tamar has 9 TFC.  Is rael
has found around 30 TCF of gas so far.

The Jewish Press  4/30/14

Alcohol’s death toll: 87,798 a year 

By KAREN KAPLAN 
Los An geles Times 

LOS ANGELES - The death toll from binge drink ing
and other forms of ex ces sive alcohol use in the United
States is just shy of 88,000 per year, a new anal y sis found. 

Those ca su al ties erased more than 2.5 mil lion years of 
life that would have been lived each year had vic tims not
been killed in drunken-driv ing accidents, by liver cir rho -
sis or as a re sult of other al co hol-re lated causes, the re port
found. 

Binge drink ing is responsible for more than half of
these al co hol-re lated deaths, the study said. The au thors
de fined binge drink ing as five or more drinks in a row for
men and four or more drinks at a time for women. 

Over all, ex ces sive al co hol use cost the United States
$223.5 bil lion in 2006 alone, said a re port pub lished last
year in the Amer i can Jour nal of Pre ven tive Med i cine.
That worked out to a so ci etal cost of $1.90 per drink. 

The new study, pub lished Thurs day in Pre vent ing
Chronic Dis ease, found alcohol-at trib ut able deaths came
to 87,798. That worked out to 27.9 deaths per 100,000
Americans; 71 per cent were men. 

Taken from the Star Tribune, June 27, 2014

Faith groups press Obama for gay
dis crim i na tion ex emp tion 

By JULIE HIRSCHFELD DAVIS 
and ERIK ECKHOLM 
New York Times 

WASHINGTON - Af ter a set­back in the Su preme
Court in the Hobby Lobby case, Pres i dent Obama is fac -
ing mount ing pres sure from re li gious groups de mand ing
to be ex cluded from his long-prom ised executive or der
that would bar discrimination against gays and les bi ans by 
com pa nies that do gov ern ment work. 

The pres i dent has yet to sign the ex ec u tive or der, but
last week a group of ma jor faith or ga ni za tions, in clud ing
some of Obama’s al lies, said he should con sider add ing an 
ex emp tion for groups whose re li gious be liefs op pose
homosex u al ity. In Burwell vs. Hobby Lobby, the court
ruled that fam ily-run cor po ra tions with re li gious ob jec -
tions could be ex empted from pro vid ing em ploy ees with
in sur ance cov er age for con tra cep tion. 

Taken from the Star Tribune, July 9, 2014
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Speak, Jehovah; for thy servant heareth

1 Sam uel 3:9.

God spoke to young Sam uel.  But Sam uel did not un -
der stand.  Then the old and ex pe ri enced priest taught him
to re ply: “Speak, Je ho vah; for thy ser vant heareth.”  

God speaks to us also be fore we can un der stand Him. 
He be gan in Bap tism.  And we, too, learned from some
man or woman of God to re ply: “Speak, Je ho vah; for thy
ser vant heareth.”  

These words in di cate the nor mal, the ideal at ti tude
which we sin ners should have to ward our holy and gra -
cious God.  It is our sal va tion that God speaks to us and
awak ens us from the dead, tell ing us li ars the truth in such
a way that it pierces to our very bone and marrow.

We are thereby com pelled to choose.  And the choice
in volved in con ver sion re ally con sists in pray ing from our
hearts the prayer of Sam uel: Speak, Lord; for Thy ser vant
heareth.  

And to live as a con verted per son is re ally noth ing else 
than to pray from our hearts the prayer of Sam uel: Speak,
Lord; for Thy ser vant heareth.  Speak to me as Thou wilt. 
I would know the truth, no mat ter how hard and ex act ing it 
may be.  

And to live as a con verted per son is re ally noth ing else 
than to pray from our hearts the prayer of Sam uel: Speak,
Lord; for Thy ser vant heareth.  Tell me what you think of
my Chris tian ity and of me.  Tell me about my sins in such
a way that it hurts.  Speak for give ness to me in such a way
that I be lieve it and give thanks for it.  Make me to know
Thy way and Thy will, for my own thoughts and ways
lead me astray.

When we read the Bi ble, we should pray: Speak Thou, 
Lord, to me through Thy Word to day.  We should pray in
this way par tic u larly: Lord, help me, rest less and pre oc cu -
pied as I am, to hear when Thou speakest to me to day.  

And in our daily lives we should pray: Lord, help me
to hear and to un der stand Thy mes sage to me as it co mes
through the things Thou sendest me this day.

If we will pray this prayer each day, we shall hear glo -
ri ous things.  For there is noth ing the Lord would rather do 
than speak to His chil dren.  He will speak un speak able
things to your heart.  

God’s Word for Today, by O. Hallesby, Copyrighted by
Augsburg Publishing House, Permission Granted.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

They set the ark of God upon a new cart. II
Sam uel 6:3

When Da vid de cided to trans port the ark back to Je ru -
sa lem, he put it on a new cart.  He spe cially chose Uzzah

and Ahio to drive the cart.  Later, the oxen pull ing the cart
stum bled, and Uzzah stretched out his hand to steady it. 
God struck him dead!  Da vid had good in ten tions. He put
the ark on a new cart.  Uzzah had good in ten tions.  He
stead ied the ark to pre vent it from fall ing.  But both broke
God’s holy law.  The ark was to be car ried by its staves on
the shoul ders of the Le vites (1 Chron. 15:2, 15) and no one 
was to touch it.  Both had good in ten tions, but they were
do ing the right things in the wrong way.  Good in ten tions
are not enough.  God’s way must be obeyed.   K. C. Ung 

Mas ter, speak!  And make me ready, when Thy voice is
truly heard,

With obe di ence glad and steady, still to fol low ev ery word.
        Fran ces Ridley Havergal 

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

As an eagle stirreth up  her nest, fluttereth
over her young, spreadeth abroad her wings,
taken them, beareth them on her wings: So

the LORD alone did lead him, and there was
no strange god with him.
Deuteronomy 32:11 – 12 

What lovely im ag ery!  Just as an ea gle pushes out an
ea glet from the nest, so that they may learn to fly, so God
deals with His peo ple.  When they get weary the mother
swoops down un der neath and catches them on her out -
stretched wings.  In the same way, God’s chil dren are
trained by God’s dis ci pline and life’s tri als.  This is not ev -
i dence of our Fa ther’s in dif fer ence or dis plea sure.  It
shows His love!  He wants us to grow.  And He is al ways
there to catch us when we can not go on.   Jim Pizzulli

Lord we are Thine: in Thee we live, sup ported by Thy ten -
der care; 

Guarded by Thine all-see ing eye, we own that we are only
Thine.

Author Unknown 
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To educate a man in mind and
not in morals is to educate a

menace to society

Theodore Roosevelt 



I have blotted out, like a thick cloud, thy
transgressions, and, like a cloud thy sins;
return unto me; for I have redeemed thee.

Isaiah 44:22.

There is a sign in a lo cal shop which lists, in black, the
names of those who owe money to the shop owner.  The
amount of the debt is also re corded.  If the debt is paid the
per son’s name and debt are blot ted out in black ink and
can no lon ger be read.  Je sus Christ has done far greater
than this.   He paid the debt that I could not pay and blot ted 
the re cord out with His pre cious blood.  He can and will do 
the same for you if you will only come and trust in His fin -
ished work.                                   Janet Fleming 

I’ll thank Him to day that He came to earth 
To suf fer and die for me; 
For He paid the price for my sin that day
When He died on Cal vary.  – J. F. 

Ed i tor’s Note: “Hav ing wiped out the hand-writ ing of
re quire ments (or di nances) that was against us, which
was con trary to us.  And He has taken it out of the way,
hav ing nailed it to the cross” Col. 2:14.

When our earthly jour ney is over, God will say to those
who have been found faith ful: “’He who over comes shall
be clothed in white gar ments, and I will not blot out his
name from the Book of Life; but I will con fess his name
be fore My Fa ther and be fore His an gels’” Rev e la tion
3:5.

“He that is faith ful in a very lit tle is faith -
ful also in much: and he that is un righ -

teous in a very lit tle is un righ teous also in
much.”  Luke 16:10

THE word about faith ful ness and un faith ful ness, and
the fruit that grow on these two at trib utes, runs like a river
of life and a river of death through the en tire Bi ble.  This
same river also flows through the life of hu man ity: in
house and hovel, in bank and on stock ex change, in com -
mu nity and in state.  Like an iron law the bless ing and the
curse pro ceed from faith ful ness and un faith ful ness
through our whole life, both the hu man and the Christian.

When our work day is over and pay day co mes, God
will say to those who have been faith ful: ”Thou hast been
faith ful over a few things, I will set thee over many things;
en ter thou into the joy of thy lord.” But to the un faith ful he 
says: “Thou wicked and sloth ful ser vant; …And cast ye
out the un prof it able ser vant into the outer dark ness: there

shall be the weep ing and the gnash ing of teeth.”  Un faith -
ful ness closes the road for us both tem po rally and spir i tu -
ally.  IF there fore ye have not been faith ful in the
un righ teous mam mon, who will com mit to your trust the
true riches?” 

If we ex pect ever to own any thing our selves, we must
first be faith ful in the work we have to do for oth ers.  If we
are care less with the prop erty of oth ers, we will also be
care less with our own.  It is of pri mary im por tance to learn 
to be faith ful in lit tle things.  If one is waste ful when he has 
only a lit tle food, he will fill the gar bage can with food
when he has an abun dance.  It is a chief art in life to be dil i -
gent, re li able, un as sum ing, thrifty, and gen er ous.  But he
who learns this art has found the way to God’s bless ing on
both his property and his work.  

Lord, now make me quiet;
Quiet for Thee alone;
Glad that in the small things 
I may give my self.  

Thy Kingdom Come by Ludvig Hope, Copyright
Augsburg Publishing house, Permission Granted.

“He must in crease, but I must de crease”
John 3:30

The first of these is im pos si ble with out the sec ond.  It
is the de sire of ev ery child of God that Je sus might in -
crease; few, how ever, are will ing to de crease.   But un less
we de crease, He will not in crease.

This text is dear to us as long as we use it only as a pi -
ous prov erb.  Per haps we even pray for what this text ex -
presses.  How ever, when the prayer is an swered, and when 
the con di tion ex pressed in this text be comes an ac tu al ity
in our life, we of ten shrink back and re tract our prayer.

Who re ally wants to be small?  Who can stand to be
set aside, and even to be for got ten?  Who dares to see him -
self as he ac tu ally is – his de sire for honor, his ego ism, his
im pu rity, his lack of love to see that he is wicked through
and through; to see that his very mo tives for do ing “good”
are con tam i nated by his “ego?”    

How ever, only when our eyes are opened to these
things will Je sus be come great.  And the more we come to
see our true con di tion, the greater He will be come.  It is
then that we will de crease, and He will in crease.

Do you now dare to pray this prayer?

Rest A While, By Fredrik Wisloff
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Kingdom of Priests 
“And ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests,
and an holy nation.  These are the words which
thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel.”

Exodus 19:6

These were the words of God to Is rael, even be fore
they re ceived the Ten Com mand ments on Mount Si nai. 
As a priest serves as an in ter me di ary be tween God and
men, so this “king dom of priests” had been called by God
to bring God’s Word to man.  As a holy na tion with such a
high call ing, its peo ple also should have been holy (that is, 
con se crated to God) in life and wit ness.  But in stead, af ter
al most 2,000 years, God had to la ment: “All day long I
have stretched forth my hands unto a dis obe di ent and
gain say ing peo ple” (Romans 10:21).  

A day will come when “all Is rael shall be saved”
(Romans 11:26), but God has, in the mean time, cho sen a
new peo ple, in whom “there is nei ther Jew nor Greek. 
…For ye are all one in Christ Je sus” (Galatians 3:28).  We
are now “one body in Christ, and ev ery one mem bers one
of an other’ (Romans 12:5).

We now have been given this same high priv i lege long 
ago given to Is rael.  We who be long to Christ have been
“born again” into the “king dom of God” (John 3:3), and
this is noth ing less than a king dom of priests, a holy na -
tion.  The apos tle Pe ter said: “Ye also, as lively stones, are
built up a spir i tual house, an holy priest hood, to of fer up
spir i tual sac ri fices, ac cept able to God by Je sus Christ” (1 
Peter 2:5).

Not only are we holy priest hood, we are a royal priest -
hood, a king dom of priest-kings.  “Ye are a cho sen gen er -
a tion, a royal priest hood, an holy na tion, a pe cu liar
peo ple; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who
hath called you out of dark ness into his mar vel ous light”
(v. 9).  We, in deed, have a high call ing, and should de vote
our lives to show ing forth His praises, for He “hath made
us kings and priests unto God and his Fa ther, unto him be
glory and do min ion for ever and ever” (Revelation 1:6).

          Henry M. Mor ris, Ph.D.

Taken from Days of Praise, Institute for Creation
Research – Copyright – 2014.  Permission Granted 

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Though a host en camp against me, my heart
shall not fear; though war arise against me, yet

will I be con fi dent (Ps. 27:3, RSV)

In our day we hear a great deal about war, this dread -

ful evil which may sooner or later threaten our very life. 
With each pass ing day the news pa pers carry the story of
some new de vel op ment re lat ing to war.

In the face of this we can do one of two things: We can
re fuse to think about it.  We can take the at ti tude that any -
thing as ter ri ble as war can not pos si bly be fall us.  Or we
can face up to the dread ful pos si bil ity of war.  In this case
we may be come anx ious and fear ful.  How ter ri fy ing if
war should ac tu ally strike us personally!

And yet a child of God is able to say: “Though a host
en camp against me, my heart shall not fear; though war
arise against me, yet will I be con fi dent.”

Dear child of God, come what may, you are in God’s
hand.  Even amid the most try ing ex pe ri ences He will be
with you.  He is your shield, your safe ref uge.  It is not the
devil who di rects your life; it is God.  Come what may,
noth ing shall pluck you out of God’s hand (Ed. You can
fall away, not min i miz ing the ‘power of GOD’; for ex am -
ple Jer e miah 17:9).

Rest A While by Fredrick Wisloff 

Ed i tor’s Note: “When ever I am afraid, I will trust in You. 
In God, whose word I praise, In God I have put my trust: I
will not fear, What can flesh do to me?” Psalm 56:3. 
Maybe even better yet: “’Be hold, God is my sal va tion, I
will trust and not be afraid; For YAH, the LORD, is my
strength and song; He also has be come my sal va tion’”
Isa iah 12:2.  

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

They tell us, sir, that we are weak, un able to cope
with so for mi da ble an ad ver sary.  But when shall
we be stron ger?  Will it be the next week or the
next year?  Will it be when we are to tally dis -
armed…?  Shall we gather strength by ir res o lu -
tion and in ac tion?  Shall we ac quire the means of
ef fec tual re sis tance by ly ing su pinely on our
backs and hug ging the de lu sive phan tom of hope
un til our en e mies shall have bound us hand and
foot?  Sir, we are not weak if we make a proper
use of those means which the God of na ture hath
placed in our power.       

Pat rick Henry (March 23, 1775, in his “Lib erty or
Death” speech.
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COME!

“‘Ho!  Everyone who thirsts, Come to the waters; And you who have no money, Come,
buy and eat. Yes, come, buy wine and milk Without money and without price’” Isaiah 55:1.

“And the Spirit and the bride say, ‘Come!’  And let
him who hears say, ‘Come!’  And let him who thirst come.  
Who ever de sires, let him take the wa ter of life freely.” 
Rev e la tion 22:17

WHAT mar vel ous, amaz ing GRACE that the Al -
mighty ONE, in vites ‘us’ with a four let ter word, which is
so very sig nif i cant. Imag ine the ab so lute HOLY,
PERFECT, LIVING BEING, Who is ‘sin less’ in vites you
and I to come unto HIM, even though the sin ful wretch
you and I are.  WE are rot ten, sin ful from the top of our
head to the bot tom of our feet; and yet HE in vites ‘us’ to
come! “From the sole of the foot even to the head, There is 
no sound ness in it, But wounds and bruises and pu tre fy ing 
sores; They have not been closed or bound up, Or soothed
with oint ment.”   YET “‘Come now, and let us rea son to -
gether,’ Says the LORD, ‘Though your sins are like scar -
let, They shall be as white as snow’ Though they are red
like crim son, They shall be as wool.”  Isa iah 1:6 & 8. 
(Romans 3:10-23, 6:23, ISAIAH 64:6, James 2:10)

EVEN though ‘our’ Ad am ic na ture (old na ture/flesh – 
self) does not de sire to come to this thrice HOLY GOD,
for ‘we’ are like Adam and Eve want ing to ‘hide’ from
GOD be cause ‘our’ deeds are evil and we love dark ness
rather than LIGHT and by our old fallen na ture are even
will ing to ar gue with God!  Are you aware that with the
mar vel ous word C O M E ; we then are priv i leged to make
a choice.  

Even more our ‘self-life’ lives in re bel lion to wards
GOD and the ‘old na ture’ ac tu ally ‘grows’!  

Then how can these two op pos ing fac tors/re al i ties be
rec on ciled?  (I will try to show from Scrip ture how this is
ac com plished, with GOD’S amaz ing mercy and grace).

Even though our fore-par ents (Adam & Eve) sought
to ‘hide’ from GOD; GOD used coats of skin to clothe
them!  An in no cent crea ture had to die for the guilty! 
MARVELOUS God says in re gards to a re pen tant be liev -
ing sin ner: ‘When I see the BLOOD I will pass over you
(jus ti fi ca tion) (See He brews 10:19)  – and God is the
JUSTIFIER, “and with out shed ding of blood there is no 
re mis sion” He brews 9:22b.

YET God still says: “choose for your selves this day
whom you will serve”.      

Won der of all won ders it is this same Holy God who
first calls/awak ens ‘us’, be fore we choose.  It is He that
seeks the lost first; not ‘we’ first seek JESUS; even though

HE says in Isa iah 55:6-7 …  How can a spir i tu ally ‘dead’
per son come?  

First of all, a ‘gift’ is be stowed upon ‘us’ and that is the 
‘gift’ of a “liv ing faith”.  It is not ‘us’ lift ing ‘our selves’ up
(re form ing) by our own boot-straps – Psalm 40:1-5, He -
brews 11:1&6, Ephe sians 2:8-10, JOHN 6:29,
REVELATION 3:20.

Which brings ‘us’ to an old term called “Pre-Venient
GRACE which re-sur faced again in re cent years and
means that GOD has been (is) work ing be hind the ‘scene’
(con sciously or un-con sciously) in the ‘sin ners’ heart/life
to re veal him, his NEED by the Holy Spirit/Word of God. 
It is GOD who first seeks/CALLS the LOST sin ner!

Just like when He called Laz a rus from the ‘grave’ who 
was ‘dead’ for with the ‘call of God’ co mes with the
power/de sire/mo ti va tion to get right (rec on ciled) with the
HOLY AND ALMIGHTY ONE through JESUS’ fin -
ished work (on ‘our’ be half) at CALVARY!  (Faith in ac -
tion – John 9:1-15 OR reach forth your with ered hand).

Mar tin Lu ther’s Small Cat e chism Ex plained put it this 
way in the mean ing of the Third Ar ti cle of the
APOSTLES’ CREED:  “I be lieve that I can not by my own
rea son or strength be lieve in Je sus Christ my Lord, or
come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me through
the Gos pel, en light ened me with His gifts, and sanc ti fied
and pre served me in the true faith; in like man ner as He
calls, gath ers, en light ens and sanc ti fies the whole Chris -
tian Church on earth, and pre serves it in un ion with Je sus
Christ in the one true faith;…”  YES, Scrip tural
PRE-VENIENT GRACE!  With the call of GOD co mes
the POWER (Holy Spirit) to an swer God’s call pos i tively!
Sal va tion is not learned but experienced PERSONALLY!

Isa iah 55:1,   John 1:12-13, 1 John 5:11-13, John
6:29, 37, 66-71, He brews 7:25, Rev e la tion 3:20, Rev e la -
tion 22:17, Deu ter on omy 29:29, 1 Co rin thi ans 213-16, 
II Co rin thi ans 4:1-6. Hebrews 514.

Keep in mind and heart that what God ASKS or de -
mands; He Al ways Pro vides!

AMAZING GRACE! – PSALM 16

Rodney Stueland
Dilworth, MN
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Islamists Keep Pressing for Sharia Law
(This is an ur gent alert about) a move ment that threat -

ens Amer ica’s le gal sys tem, cul ture, and re li gious val ues. 
This is a grow ing and very pres ent dan ger which re quires
that we all be alert and ready to take ac tion…

Right now in West ern Eu rope, Mus lim dem on stra tors
openly de clare “Is lam Will Dom i nate” and “Sharia Is the
An swer.”  Rad i cal Islamists are us ing their surg ing im pact
in Eu rope as a tem plate for ad vanc ing their cause in the
United States.  

The in fil tra tion of Is lam and the sub tle im ple men ta tion
of sharia (the le gal sys tem sup port ing the re li gion of Is lam)
is the first step in the sys tem atic take over of a na tion
through “cul tural ji had.”  Many Amer i cans na ively be lieve
it can’t hap pen in our na tion.  I as sure you that the ef fort is
al ready un der way! …

Just weeks ago (lon ger pe riod of time now), Florida
leg is la tors passed SB 386, a law pro hib it ing the “Ap pli ca -
tion of For eign Law in courts.”  Florida joins North
Carolina, Ar i zona, Kan sas, Lou i si ana, Oklahoma, South
Da kota and Ten nes see in pass ing such laws.  In Mis souri,
Gov er nor Jay Nixon (D) ve toed a sim i lar bill in June
(2013).

These laws are com monly re ferred to as “anti-sharia”
laws, when in fact they have more wide spread cov er age –
but the in tent is ex tremely im por tant…

While many of Amer ica’s Mus lims por tray their re li -
gion as a “re li gion of peace,” we plainly see world wide
what Is lamic in fil tra tion and sharia do to op press a na tion
and its peo ple when left un checked.  

Sharia is knock ing on the doors of our ju di cial sys tem. 
The Con sti tu tion of the United States is in tended to be the
le gal foun da tion for all laws in our na tion.  The emerg ing
prob lem is that we have ac tiv ist judges who be lieve that the
Con sti tu tion is a pli able doc u ment and in tended to be
adapted to a chang ing cul ture.  Be cause of the ris ing in flu -
ence of Is lam in our na tion, ju di cial pli abil ity in cludes the
im ple men ta tion of sharia in the minds of some of these rad -
i cal judges…

Be ware of CAIR.
The Coun cil on Amer i can-Is lamic Re la tions (CAIR’s)

stated vi sion is “to be a lead ing ad vo cate for jus tice and mu -
tual un der stand ing.  CAIR’s mis sion is to en hance un der -
stand ing of Is lam, en cour age di a log, pro tect civil lib er ties,
em power Amer i can Mus lims, and build co ali tions that pro -
mote jus tice and mu tual un der stand ing.”  

CAIR is con sid ered by many to be af fil i ated with the
rad i cal Mus lim Broth er hood and is one of the lead ing
voices and pro po nents of im pos ing sharia into Amer i can
law.

Liberty Counsel

“I will both lay me down in peace and sleep: for
thou, Lord, only makest me dwell in safety.”  Ps. 4:8

A child of God is safe any where, and at all times.  He
is safe on a stormy ocean, in a land of suf fer ing and war,
and when sick ness and death are near at hand.  A child of
God can arise from his bed in the morn ing, and go to sleep
at night, in peace, for he knows that his Fa ther is watch ing
over him and he is safe.  A child of God is safe in life and
safe in death, for he is abid ing un der the shadow of the Al -
mighty.

One day a lit tle girl was taken to the op er at ing room
for sur gery.  As she was placed on the op er at ing ta ble the
doc tor said to her, 

“Be fore we can make you well, we must put you to
sleep.”

The lit tle girl looked up into the doc tor’s face, and
said very ear nestly, 

“Oh, if you are go ing to put me to sleep, I must first
say my prayer.  Then she knelt by the op er at ing ta ble and
prayed: 

Now I lay me down to sleep, 
I pray Thee, Lord, my soul to keep;
If I should die be fore I wake, 
I pray Thee, Lord, my soul to take.

This lit tle girl had no fear, for she was safe in the
hands of her Lord.  He made her go to sleep in peace and
safety.

Dear Lord Je sus, in crease our con fi dence in Thee, and 
help us to have the as sur ance of dwell ing in safety in Thy
care.  In Je sus’ name.  Amen.

Je sus ten der Shep herd, hear me, 
Bless Thy lit tle lambs to night,
Through the dark ness be Thou near me,
Keep me safe till morn ing light.  

Taken from the family devotional book, Altar Steps by
Pastor R. P. Haakonson, Copyright HLIF
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A true pastor must not only feed 
the flock.  He must warn the
flock.  He must not only be

Zealous but Jealous.   II Cor. 11:2.

Vance Havner 



Getting on Splendidly 
D. L. Moody 

One man said to an other, “How are you get ting on at
your church?”

“Oh, splen didly.”
“Many con ver sions?”
“Well – well, on that side we are not get ting on so well. 

But,” he said, “we have rented all our pews and are able to
pay all our run ning ex penses.  We are get ting on splen didly.”

That is what the god less call “get ting on splen didly.” 
They rent the pews, pay the min is ter, and meet all the run -
ning ex penses.  

A man was be ing shown through one of the ca the drals of 
Eu rope; he had come in from the coun try.  One of the men
be long ing to the ca the dral was show ing him around, when
he in quired:

“Do you have many con ver sions here?”
“Many what?”
“Many con ver sions here?”
“Ah, man, this is not a Wes leyan cha pel.” 
The idea of there be ing con ver sions there!  And you can

go into a good many churches in this coun try and ask if they
have many con ver sions there, and they would not know
what it meant.  They are so far away from the Lord that they
are not look ing for con ver sions and don’t ex pect them.

How Can I Break the Worry Habit?
By Dr. John R. Rice

Here is a rec ipe to over come worry:
1.  “Be care ful for noth ing” (Phil. 4:6).  Just re fuse to

worry about one sin gle thing.  God has prom ised over and
over to take care of His child.  We are told not to worry about
food or rai ment but sim ply to trust God to pro vide our needs.  
The prom ise of Philippians 4:19 says, “But my God shall
sup ply all your need ac cord ing to his riches in glory by
Christ Je sus.” 

As Chris tians, we are chil dren of the King, and the King
is rich.  Our Fa ther even knows the num ber of hairs on our
heads.  He un der stands our trou bles.  So we are not to worry
about one thing

2.  Pray about ev ery thing.  When you have a de sire and
are tempted to worry, tell the Lord about it.   “Cast ing all
your care upon him; for He careth for you,” ex horts 1 Pe ter
5:7.  Tell Him about your worry, about your care.  Let your
re quest be made known to Him.  Ask for His help in over -
com ing the worry habit and take ev ery sin gle care to Him.

3.  Be thank ful for any thing.  It is dif fi cult to worry about
some thing when you are thank ing God for it.

One of the great est cures for worry I have ever known is
sim ply count ing your bless ings.  Get up in the morn ing

thank ing God for air to breathe, for your health, for eyes and
ears to see and hear; and go to bed at night thank ing Him for
the food you have eaten dur ing the day, for His pro tect ing
hand upon you, and above all, for His sal va tion.

Now this rec ipe will work.  If you prac tice these three
things, God prom ises that “the peace of God, which passeth
all un der stand ing, shall keep your hearts and minds through
Christ Je sus” (Phil. 4:7).  You will ex pe ri ence the very peace
and qui et ness of spirit that God Him self has.  The word
“keep” means “gar ri son about.”  If you will be care ful for
noth ing, prayer ful in ev ery thing and thank ful for any thing,
God’s peace will sur round you like an army of march ing sol -
diers. — Sword of the Lord 

More Than a The ory
By Dr. Tom Wallace 

The Bi ble teaches us to “avoid fool ish ques tions, and
ge ne al o gies, and con ten tions, and strivings about the law; 
for they are un prof it able and vain” Ti tus 3:9.  In this day of
in tel lec tu al ism and deep phi los o phy, men are chas ing af ter
ev ery new the ory.  

They have been busy chas ing ev ery the ory of evo lu tion.  
Now we are try ing to fig ure out the or i gin of the moon.  The
un der-thirty gen er a tion has been try ing out all the oc cult and
ori en tal re li gions.  

Some one has said, “Men hunt through li brar ies for truth
and study in mi cro scopes and test tubes for an swers, while
the jan i tor sweep ing the steps has long found it in Je sus
Christ.”

One sem i nary class was said to have spent one whole se -
mes ter dis cuss ing the color of the vir gin’s eyes.  An other fa -
vor ite topic of some of these folks is the sex of an gels or how
many an gels can stand on the head of a pin.

All false the o ries have a lit tle truth im bed ded some -
where to make them sound log i cal or rea son able, but it cer -
tainly does not make it jus ti fi able to spend one’s life chas ing
these rab bit trails and side roads that lead to no where.

Even a bro ken clock is right twice a day, and rat poi son
is ninety-eight per cent corn meal.

Her bert W. Armstrong said some good things, but that
did n’t make him right.  The same could be said for El len G.
White (Sev enth-Day Ad ven tists), Mary Baker Eddy (Chris -
tian Sci ence), Charles Taze Rus sell (Je ho vah’s Wit nesses),
and many oth ers. 

A man’s search for truth ends when he opens the Bi ble.  
God’s ad vice to Joshua is very ap pro pri ate.

“This book of the law shall not de part out of thy
mouth; but thou shalt med i tate therein day and night, that
thou mayest ob serve to do ac cord ing to all that is writ ten
therein: for then thou shalt make thy way pros per ous, and
then thou shalt have good suc cess.” Josh. 1:8.
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“No man knoweth the Son, but the
Father; neither knoweth any man the

Father, save the Son, and he to
whomsoever the Son will reveal him.”

Matthew 17:27

How hope less we would be if this verse stopped
half way through. It could eas ily be true.  The
great ness and won der of who God is could

rightly ren der Him an in fi nite mys tery to us.  
But praise God, our verse con tin ues and says,

“And he to whom so ever the Son will re veal
him.”  As we lis ten to our Lord pray in John 17,

He says, “This is life eter nal, that they might
know thee, the only true God, and Je sus Christ
whom thou has sent” (v. 3).  How won der ful to

know Him.  Do you? 

 Ken Cross  

UpDate

Al most need less to say to those of you who are fel -
low-be liev ers, the strug gles/bat tle goes on for we face
with “the rul ers of the dark ness of this world” Ephe -
sians 6:12.  Yes, phys i cal and spir i tual bat tle goes on
for the in di vid ual ‘be liever’ (also for Bib li cal ‘Min is -
tries’) un til faith be comes sight, when the Lord takes
us HOME.  

IN Ex o dus, chap ter 17, it re cords the ‘bat tle’ with
the Amalekites.  The ‘bat tle’ is an nounced with three
som ber words: “Then came Amalek.”  This oc curred
shortly af ter the Is ra el ites drank from the rock in
Horeb, which rep re sents Christ the Rock from whom
we re ceive the Liv ing Wa ter – John 4:10.  

When the ‘bat tle’ be gan, Mo ses, Aaron and Hur
went to stand on the top of a hill over look ing the bat tle -
field.  With help from Aaron and Hur, Mo ses held the
rod of God aloft un til Joshua and Is rael “dis com fited
Amalek.”  Even though they won the first ‘bat tle’ the
‘bat tle’ was not over.   

As we face the ‘pow ers of dark ness of this world’,
it may seem like some of the crowd of Wash ing ton,
D.C., but it is much worse.  This is why you and I need
to be in volved in the right kind of church and prayer -
fully sup port Bib li cal Piet ist ic Lu theran Free Move -
ments, etc., such as the HLIF/MG.   We NEED you to
hold up ‘our’ (arms/hands) in this Spir i tual ‘Bat tle.’

 Sa tan and his help ers do not take a ‘va ca tion’ in
the sum mer time nor at any other time, be cause they
know their time is short; thus we ‘fi nan cially’ would
like to re gain ‘fi nan cial ground and keep func tion ing
un til JESUS calls us HOME’.  Will YOU prayer fully
help ‘us’ and ‘fi nan cially’ give as the LORD lays on
your ‘heart’; be cause HE loves a Cheer ful GIVER!

Just as Mo ses needed help from Aaron and Hur
even though the Lord was with him, so let us be hon est: 
we need help from one an other.  

Let us never give in to the Devil, for the vic tory is
ours in and through  the Lord Je sus Christ.

July’s In come for the min is try of the Morn ing
Glory is approx. $1,295.00

The cost of pub lish ing and mail ing Morn ing Glory 
each month is approx. $2,000.  In ad di tion, there are 
other no tice able ex penses.


